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The USM Department of Theatre presents 
Snapshots from the Life & Works of Oscar Wtlde 
The Impo~p99,ef,D~ing Wilde 
compiled from the works of Oscar Wilde 
by Walter Ray Stump 
October 5-14, 2001 
Main Stage, Russell Hall 
USM Gorham Campus 
'":;; UNIVERSITY OF 
~ Southern Maine 
DIRECTOR'S NOTES 
The Importance of Being Wilde is what might be called a compilation drama. It 
has been compiled and written by using the plays, poems, letters, short stories 
and novels of Oscar Wilde. Historical information has been garnered from the 
many books, articles and personal remembrances available to the researcher both 
here and in the British Isles. This work has been a satisfying experience for me 
as I have always admired the genius of Wilde, but it has also been a revelation 
into the dangers of prejudice and intolerance. Oscar Wilde's life ended just short 
of his 46th birthday. There is no question that his death was exacerbated by a 
conviction on the grounds of homosexuality under the then recently enacted 
Labouchere Amendment and there is no question England has long regretted this 
national shame. Still, for me, the most significant moment in the writing of 
this piece was not the horror of his downfall but the experience of his work. Last 
year Wilde was honored with an engraved plaque in the Poet's comer of 
Westminster Abbey. Oscar Fingal Wilde was unquestionably one of the greatest 
writers of comedy during the 19th century and probably of all time. I have 
chosen to write this play in Readers Theatre format both because I love the genre 
and because I think it the perfect way to tell Wilde's story. The Importance of 
Being Wilde was given a reading in London this summer with a professional 
cast made up of the faculty from the International Readers Theatre Institute. I am 
grateful to them and the Institute, which is affiliated with our University. I am 
also grateful to the young cast of students you will see tonight. They have 
worked diligently and professionally and have, I suspect, come away with a new 
respect for the man named Wilde. 
Dr. Walter Ray Stump 
The Importance Of Being Wilde 
compiled from the works of Oscar Wilde 
by 
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There will be a ten minute intermission. 
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Thanks to Dr. William J. Adams, 
Director of the International Readers Theatre 
Institute for his help and advice on the script. 
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Lewiston/Auburn's Professional Theatre 
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*BLITHE SPIRIT by Noel Coward Oct 12 - 21 A ghostly comedy to pick up your spirits. 
* SPOUSAL DEAFNESS and other bones of contention Nov 2 - 11 
The title says it all! From the creators of IDA: WOMAN WHO RUNS WITH THE MOOSE. 
* A CHRISTMAS CAROL by Charles Dickens, adapted by Christopher Schario 
& HOLIDAY CELEBRATION Dec 14, 15, 16 
The perfect holiday show for the whole family! 
* DINNER WITH FRIENDS by Donald Margolies Jan 25 - Feb 3 
The Maine Premiere of the Winner of the 2000 Pulitzer Prize! Satisfying food for thought for 
anyone who is, was, or thinking about getting married. Contains mature themes and language. 
* FUDDY MEERS by David Lindsay-Abaire Mar 15 - 24 
The Maine premiere of this outrageously funny Off-Broadway hit! An amnesia victim goes on 
a wacky, wild and ultimately touching ride down memory lane. Contains adult language. 
*THE PAVILION by Craig Wright May 3 -12 
A 2ot11 High School reunion is the backdrop for this charming, insightful and poignantly 
romantic new play about the desire to tum back time. A 2000 Pulitzer Prize nominee! 
&JfS&V,liJIJJ.»h!miiii,l.i.J?.hJ,i!hiSl:f ,f ,iWWWMt-i!fi'.J: 
Special Thanks to Todd Hallawell, 
classical guitarist, for special permission to 
use music from his album 
"Before My Time". 
For information about our events, 
performances and classes, 




780-5151 Theatre Box Office 
780-5555 Music Box Office 




Conhell Concert Hall, USM Gorham campus 
Fridays, 8:00 p.m. 
September 28•0pening Faculty Concert 
All Our Jazz ! 
The USM Faculty Jazz Ensemble 
Sponsored by Gorham Savings Bank 
October 26 and November 2 
Laura Kargul, Solo Piano 
October 26 sponsored by ARAMARK 
November2 
Scholarship Benefit Concen 
Sponsored by Key Bank . 
November30 
Horn with Strings Attached 
John Boden, horn, with violin, viola and cello 
Sponsored by PIP Printing 
February 1 
Music, Dear Solace to 
My Thoughts 
Bruce Fithian, tenor 
with Olav Chris Henriksen, lute, 
and Carol Lewis, viol da gamba 
Sponsored by Filene's 
March 15 
Classical and Contemporary 
Keith Crook, guitar and lute 
Sponsor TBA 
April 19 
My Favorite Things 
Betty Rines, trumpet and 
Judith Hunt Quimby; piano 
Sponsored by Tucker Anthony 
Tickets: $10/$7/5, Box office 207-780-5555 
www.usm.maine.edu/music 
For reservations, information, or access inquiries, 
call 780-5555, TTY 780-5646 
Friday, December 7, 2001 
Special Event • Season of Light 
'Puttin' on the Ritz' 
11th Annual Scholarship Gala 
Sponsored by Portland Volvo 
"'"'I UNIVERSITY OF · ~ Southern Maine 
A member of the University of Maine System 
University of Southern Maine 
Depart:InentofTheatre 
Theatre at USM 
2001-2002 Theatre Season 
October 5-14 
The Importance of Being Wilde 
Snapshots from the Life and Works of 
Oscar Wilde 
Directed by Walter Stump 
November 9-18 
The Good Woman of Setzuan 
By Bertolt Brecht 
Directed by Minor Rootes 
December 8-15 
Original One Acts 
Student Vlritten 
Directed by Thomas Power and William Steele 
St. Lawrence Ans and Community Center, 
Portland 
February 8-9 Student Scene Showcase 
Some of Our Best! 
March 8-17 
Into the Woods 
By Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine 
Directed by Wil Kilroy 
Music direction by Beth Barefoot -Jones 
April 26-May 4 
Multi-Media( tion) 
Directed by Assunta Kent 
February 15-16 Convocation Presentation: 
"Diaspora: Meanings of Home" 
Africa/Portland 
Directed by Emmanuelle Chaulet 
All shows at the 
Main Stage, Russell Hall, 
USM Gorham campus unless otherwise noted 
Tuesday-Saturday performances, 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday performances, 5:00 p.m. 
Tickets: $10 general public, $7 seniors, 
$5 students/USM faculty/staff. 
Into the Woods musical: $12/$9/$5 
For reservations, information, or access inquiries, call 
780-5151 
www.usm.rnaine.edu/theater 
.... I UNIVERSITY OF 
~ Southern Maine 
A member of the University of Maine System 
Artistic Staff Biographies 
Walter Ray Stump Director 
Dr. Stump has worked as a director, actor, playwright, and lighting designer in 
professional and educational theatre. He was artistic director for the professional 
American Theatre Festival and Tibbett Repertory Company in Michigan as well 
as the University of Southern Maine Summer Theatre. His productions at USM 
have been honored three times by the Kennedy Center American College Theatre 
Festival as best in the New England Region. His production of Gynt was judged 
to be one of six best productions in the United States and received an ASCAP 
award. He has written three books, numerous articles and plays. In 1994 he 
received the national Jewel Box Theatre Playwriting Award. His play Cactus 
Charlie's Saloon was given a performance at the prestigious Neighborhood 
Playhouse in New York City last year. He made his debut as an actor in the 
feature film Peak Experience in January and recently wrote the treatment for a 
new full length movie The Badge which is to be filmed next year by 
Hollywood-based Adams Entertainment. 
Walter Stump has received the Kennedy Center Medallion for excellence, 
initiation to the NETC College of Fellows, The Distinguished Scholar in the 
Performing Arts Award from USM, and citations for his contributions to 
Forensics from both the New England and National Forensics Associations. The 
Importance of Being Wilde is the fourth script authored by Dr. Stump to be 
produced by USM. 
Matthew Meeds Scenic Design 
Matthew Meeds joined the Department in September of 2000. Matthew came to 
us from the local theatre community where he has worked at the Mad Horse 
Theatre, the Public Theatre, and the Theatre at Monmouth, as well as "away" 
theaters such as George Street Playhouse in NJ, Syracuse Stage, and 
Pennsylvania Centre Stage. 
Susan E. Picinich Costume Design 
Susan joined the USM Department of Theatre faculty in 1987 and has since 
designed costumes for 48 University productions. She has an MFA degree from 
the University of Michigan and previously taught at SUNY Albany and Western 
Illinois University. Last Spring she costumed Carousel at North Shore Music 
Theatre in Beverly, MA. Other credits include nine seasons at Maine State Music 
Theatre: most recently Scarlet Pimpernel and Titanic, and in 1998 the premiere 
of Maury Yeston's new musical In the Beginning. Last season she designed 
Communicating Doors at the Public Theatre in Lewiston. Susan costumed 
Crazy For You at the Walnut Street Theatre in Philadelphia in 1997 . 
Josh McVay Lighting Design 
Joshua is a junior theatre major. This is his first design for the main stage. He 
has performed many backstage functions in the past. Along with Ethan Hinton, 
they comprise DBProductions, which fills the technical void of local 
productions. Joshua would like to thank everybody who turned a wrench on this 
show. 
Ethan Hinton Sound Design 
Ethan is a sophomore theatre major at USM. This is his first sound design 
experience for USM. He previously has been holding various technical or design 
positions: carpenter, master electrician, set designer and lighting designer. He 
would like to thank everyone who encouraged him to take on this new 
responsibility which has kept him very busy. "Thank you Angela, for your 
support." 
Kris Hall Costume Shop Supervisor 
After twelve years of wandering, Kris Hall has returned to the Russell Hall 
Costume Shop. In the intervening time, she costumed at Mad Horse Theatre, 
Maine Summer Dramatic Institute, Portland Stage and The George Street 
Playhouse. She also earned a degree in Political Science. 
Angela Krainis Stage Manager 
Angela is from Brunswick and is a fourth-year theatre major. She is making her 
USM debut. Her favorite experiences include directing the musical Leader of the 
Pack, stage managing Man of La Mancha at Tallahassee Little Theatre, and 
stage managing School House Rock, Live! at Tallahassee Community College. 
She looks forward to working on more shows at USM. 
Cast Biographies 
Tara Smith First Reader 
Tara is a third year theatre major from Millinocket, Maine. Previous mainstage 
roles include Lee in The Unwritten Song, and Justine Moritz in Frankenstein. 
She has also been involved with Student Performing Artists by performing in 
the black box. Look for her this December in the Student Original One Acts. 
"Special Thanks to Dr. Stump, my family, Matt and Mr. Walker." 
Samantha Kinne Second Reader 
Sam is a senior theater major from Cumberland Maine. She is excited to be back 
onstage after taking a year off to broaden her experience in directing and 
designing. She will be appearing in the Student One Acts in December, and Into 
the Woods in the spring. 
Ben Wake Third Reader 
Ben is a sophomore from Windham who is majoring in Math and Computer 
Science. 
James Shay Fourth Reader 
James is a senior philosophy major from Granby, CT. He performed at USM as 
Rou in Taste of Killing, Tommy in Dirt, The Chief in Rest Stop, and in Dance 
USM! Other experiences include Winterlight for Out of Cake and sound design 
for Children's Theatre of Maine. James views theater as a critical spiritual and 
educational force in society. He is honored to work at last with Dr. Stump. It 
has been a rich and rewarding experience. 
Caleb Wilson Fifth Reader 
Since he has been a student at USM, Caleb has dabbled in acting, directing, 
designing, circuiting and building. He has had a fulfilling career as a student and 
looks forward to its eternal continuation. The work is sacred. 
Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival™ XXXIV · 
Presented and Prodi.Jcedby 
The JQhn F. Kennedy Center for the Performing A~ 
Supported in Part by 
The Kennecly Center Corporate Fund 
. The us Department of Education 
, Delta 
The National Committee for the Performing An.s 
Or. and M.rs. Gerald McNic:hols 
The:HRH Foundatio~ . 
This production is entered in.the.Kennedy Cente.r American College Theater 
Festival (KC/ ACTF).The aims of this national theater education program are to 
identify and promote quality in college-level theater prodl!ction. To this end, 
each production entered is eligible for a response by a regional KC/ACTF 
representative, and certain students are. selected to participate in· KC/ACTF . 
programs involving awards, scholarships, and special grants for actors, play~ 
wrights,designers; and critics at both the regional and national levels. 
Productions entered on the .Participating level are eligible for inclusion !"t the 
KC/ACTF ri:gional festival and can also be considered for invitation to the 
KC/ACTF national festival at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts in Washington, DC in the spring of 2002 .. 
Last year more. than 1,200 productions and 198,000 students participated in . 
tn~ Amerkan College: Theater Festival· nationwide, By· entering this produc-
tion, our department is sharing in theKC/ACTF.goalsto.help college theater 
. grow andto fo¢us attention on the exemplary work produced in college and 
· university theaters across the nation. . · . 
